Regional Study on Violence and Women living with HIV in Latin America: Summary Findings
ICW Latina and Hivos carried out this landmark study with, by and for women living with HIV from seven countries in the region, with technical support
from Development Connections and Salamander Trust. A particular focus was on including young women, and Indigenous, Afrodescendent and Garifuna
women. National research teams surveyed 955 women and held focus groups with 64 women from 19 locations and a range of sociodemographic,
economic and cultural backgrounds in Bolivia, Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, Paraguay, Peru and Dominican Republic. Summary findings:
Levels of violence by intimate partners are high
• 75% of the women reported that their partners exhibited controlling behaviours, including controlling their money (30%). The risk of violence
tended to be highest for indigenous women and young women.
• In Bolivia, 73% of women reported physical and/or sexual violence at the hands of an intimate partner in their lifetime.
Violence during childhood and forced first sexual experiences are common
• Between 26% (Honduras) and 59% (Bolivia) of women reported having been sexually abused before their 15th birthday.
Violence or coercion occurs frequently in health-care settings
• More than 20% of women said they had felt coerced to undergo sterilization and/or an abortion, and 48% said they had been denied cervical cancer
or breast cancer services due to their HIV status.
Institutional violence
• An average of 13% of women were forced to move or were unable to rent housing because of their HIV status, and between 4% (Guatemala and
Honduras) and 18% (Bolivia) of women said they had lost their jobs or other income sources for the same reason.
Health and well-being
• One in four women reported having suicidal thoughts in the previous month.
• Among women who had been pregnant and had been assaulted during pregnancy, up to 28% (Bolivia) had undergone a miscarriage as a result.
Formal support
• Most women survivors of violence have never gone to formal services or people in positions of authority for help. Only 15% sought help from the
police, 9% from the prosecutor’s office, 5% from child protection agencies and 5% from health services.
• Less than half of survivors said a health-care provider had ever asked them about their experiences of violence.
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